THE GREAT CONTEST.

00D NEWS FROM RED RIVER.

All the Gunboats Safe Over
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NEW-YORK, TUESDAY, MAY 24, 1864

'GENERAL BUTLER.

Vor. XXI1V....N°% 7218

The Advance
of the Enemy's Works Carricd—The
Third too Formidable for Amault—
Onr Loss 1,000,

From Our Special Correspondent,

MEADQUARTERS ARKY OF THE POTONAC, 1
Gp, m, May I8 leed. 3

Early yesterday it was determined to sttack
this morming. At first the decision was to 11y i move
ment upon the loft, with the view of turning the ene
my's fght; but late in the afternioon, it being apparent
that the enemy muet have seen ug moving troops 0 mns
upon the Jeft, and the line of attack not proving as favorn-
blethero ps had been expected, the plan of atiack wea
recast, and the 20 and 6th Corps were moved during the
night to the extreme right.  The pssnult was 1o be st
snnrise, Wright at the right, Haneoek joining with his
left. und Rarnside and Warren still furthor to the left,
in the order they are uamed. The struggle actully be-
gan soon after daybronk. 1t has proved abortive.  The
Jossen of the dag T estimate at 1,000, and we bhold no
more gronnd than in the worning.  The day's work hins
beon unsuecessfal,

The 2 Corps, hinving less distance to pass, and heing
first plaved on the road, were soonest in position, and
opened the ball, Tho Mvisious of Barlow and Giblon,
with the Corcoran Legion, Just brought up from Wash.
ington, woved upon the euemMy’s works immediately,
while the 6th Corpe, Neill's and Rickette's divislons, did
the same o wowent luter a little fartber to the right.
Each of the four divisions ensily carried the first two
Hues of warks, and cach of the four division comtanmd.
ore balted his men on upproaching the third line, and
refrained from attompting to carry it Three doye of
vent had enabled the enviny to construct an impenetrablo
abatis fifteen to twenty rods wide, with strong
works in it4 rear, and tho division gencrals instautly
and simukaneonsly saw they could not carry the ob-
stueles that eonfronted them. Meanwhile they were
stbjected to o futal artillery fire; the loss was becoming
severe, and there wns no opportunity of inflicting o
compensating loss,  The whale line withdrew, and so
onded a movenent which seemed to promive Iarpe puc

WAR DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL DISPATCHES.

Becretary Ntanton 1o Gen, Dix—Later from |
Red River—All the GGunboats snfe over
the Falls Great Trivmph of Engineers |
ing—Hnanks Snfely Retreating toward |
the Mississippi— Later from Sherman — |
Kie i= nll Heady to Resume Operations - I
MHis Losses more tham Replaced No
Later from Grant or Buatler—Our Ar- |
mick Stronger and better Nupplied now |
than when Grantopened the Campaign,

WasHINGTON, Monday, May 21, 1864,

Maj.-Gen, Inx:  Dispatches from Maj.-Gen,
Canby, dated " $Mouth of Red River, at Midnoight, May
15," etate that ** Admira Porter bas Just abrived. The
remainder of the gunboats will arrive to-night, Gen
Hanks will probwbly resch Semmesport, on the Atcha
falaya, to-morrow.”

A dispafch from Admiral Porter, dated “*on board
the fingship Biack Hoawk, mouth of Red River, May
16," sintes that the portion of the squadren above the
falls it Alexnndria have been reloased from thelr un
plessast position, owiog to the indefstigable exertions
of Licut.-Col Bailey, Acting Fogiteer of the 19th
Army Corps, Who proposcd and bullt a tree-dam of 00
fowt nezoss the river of the lower falls, which enalbled
nil the vessols to pase in safety, the back water of the
Mississippi renching Alexandrin, ond allowing them to
posa wt o all the shonls and the obwiructions planted by
the enemy to a point of safety. Lieot.-Col Bailey will
be immediately nouinated for promotion for distin
guisted aml meritornne servicon

Au unofficial report from Cairo, dated May 22, states
that the army and gunboats were all safe at the mouth
of the Red River and Semmesport,

Major-Gen, Sherman, by s dispateh dated #:30 p m.
tost night, reports that he would be ready by this morn
ing to resame bis operstions,  Hoturned veterans and
rogiments, he suys, havo more than replaced all losses
and detachments,

We have no officlal reports ginoe my last telegram
from Gen. Graot or Gen, Butler,

Ortictal reports of this Department show that within
elght duys aftor the great battle st Spottsylvania Coart-
House. many thousand veterat troops Lave been for-
warded to Gien. Grant,

The whole srmy hns been amply supplicd with f.aIt|
rations of submlstenon. |

Upward of twenty thousand sick and wounded have |
teen transported from the ficld of battlo to the Wash. I
mpton Lonpitale, and placed wnder sargical care.

Over eight thousand prisoners bave beeg transported
from the feld to prison depots, nud Jarge smounts of |
srtillery dnd other implements of an sctive eampnlgn |
lrought awny.

Several thovsand fregh eavalry horses have been furvl
warded to the nrmy, and the grand Army of the Poto
wmae is pow fully as strong In numbers, and better
Eqquippedd, supplicd, sod furnisbed, thon when the cam:
paign opeued.

Several thousand roénforcements have also been for
warded to other armics in the feld, and ample supplies
b nll,

!

Diuring the sume time, over 30,000 voiuntecrs for 100 |

Laye buve been mustered futo the serview clothed,
armed, equipped, and transported fo their regpoctive
positions.

This stutement is due to the ehiefs of the army, staf
end burcaus, end their respective corps, to whom the
credit belengs. Evwix M. STaNTON,

Eocretary of War,

_— ‘_ —
SPECIAL DISPATCHES OF THE NEW-YORK TRIBUNE.

Talk of & Rebel Oficer—The Nourth to
Fight Fifty Years—His Opinfen of
Northern Feople awd Northern SNel-
diers—Northern Bivisions, Mouthrrn
Unmiry.

Special Dispatch to The N. Y. Tribune.

Wasnrsorox, Mooday, May £, 1864,
The Repullican publishes the following: On

Friday afterpoon, s Beatenant and three men of the Eth

Pennsylvania Cavalry, who had been sent with dis

patcbes by Gon. Sheridan, arrived st Fredericksburg, |

bavieg traversed 60 miles of the enemy's country, and
captured three prisoners. The lust prisoner they eap-
ured was Capt. K. E. Fraysor, sigual ofticer of the Inte

Jeb. Stuart's stall, who was st Hamilton Crossing, four | J:

miles from Fredericksburg. on a recouneltering expe
Aition.

1o nleng conversation with s Virginian while on his
way to this eity, Capt. Frayser expressod himself with
great apparent fraukness.  He soys the South are pre-
pored to bt fifty years longer If necessury, and foel
eonfident they wild nooomplish their design ultimately,
becunse of the fact that the Soult Is & unit, while the
North jn divided by political purtics. He asserts that
the people of the Bouth acjul in the repudistion of
ovue-third of their currency, and would stand the ropo-
distion of all, as they are willing to give up their al to
wiu thoir object. while they understand that the people
of the North will 20t stané great burdeus, sud are al
ready finding fault with thejr curroncy, Their soldiers
obey all military orders, those who have no heart 1o the
ennse being afraid to do otherwise.  Southern discl-
pline allows no questioning. sud therefore the army as

|i over of an cindnence, #o thick an

woll us the poople are o unit.

sest,  During these two or three hours, Borne de at the
ernter and Warren at the left, were suljected to severe
phelling, nnd plied their own guns in retorn. Burnside
wiis compelled to withdraw bis headquartiors beliind the
d fatal foll the shot
and shell. Ny 10 o'clock the affair was over. New
plans were formed st ones, and mwovements made

cordingly, whercof it i not proper Yot 10 sjeak.

Tle Corcoran legion suffered most severeiy
the neoom panylng partial list of ensualtivs, By far the
largent bss was bntlictod by the enciy's artillery, which
he e had wmple thne to place in position. T kave
never before seen sueh terrible wounds a8 those of to-
dny, and have never beard of so many nalrbreadtl
escupes.  Horses seemed to bo particularly unlocky, aud
wen particularly lucky.

Four dngs these armics have been maneny ering—1ittle
fighting, but o contest of generalship, The enemy
i= quiet, and Lits Lack ouly when hit. e is suilen, nns
purely on the defeusive, Neverthelees, 1 am convinoed
there are more things in Graot's phllosophy thian Le
dreaws of.  Awnit the development of these things nud

wWiltiran

possess your souls in patienoe, C AW
e -— e
Partinl List of Casnaltics on Wedncesday,

Maov 18,

FIPTT ARVENTH MAMACHUMRTTA,
Anton'o Jusn, b, basd. R. F. Putuam, (4, leg.
A Powers, |, srn 8, F. Bush, D, thieke
serpt, J, I Brooks, K, foot.  Corp. J, O Donnels, A, srin
Henj. Gulkey, E, bip. Sergt, (O, N, Harw, H, leg.
Cotp, Charles  Mitchell, ' K, Corp. M. Bowen, H, heel.

hork, J. Horton, D. hesd.

¥. i1 Lows'l, K, back. Fred. Soulin, 1, thigh
E. [, Rice, K, srm. Lowell Dauleln, R,
iva, A. Btoner,

Corp. H. Whiten, 1. juw, K, side.
POUNTH U. B ISPARTHY.
Chas, Lincoln, C, shoulder.  Urish Clack, €, fool

Leyoy Curtin, K. srn Win. Thongeon, C, billed,
LINT OF WOUSDED oF NINTH ARNY COKFS IN ACTION GF NAY
15—FIRAT DIVIRION
FIFTY - SIETH MASSAC MUNATT:.
gt Jus T Csrtoey ¥, ani

P. Hertman, C, thigh
John Sunbury, C_ thigh
L I, thigh,
e

P. Connater.
M. Reguu, 1), hanid
Set B F. Sweetzer, €, thigh,
Sgt £ W, Richardson, A, armlas Ceriaell
wid thigt. Jobhn Rarry,
M, MeCane, C_srmoand Jog. i
d. 8 FEurgeen, B, scalp.
W. M, Shaw, F, srm,
E f‘ijmlim,{

John Melutyre, 1} head
Adum Stock, (v, leg
s, ablde 2d Lt 0L W r,\th}lrn--l:l, C, Wg

F. Royston, I.rr
Thons M. McCollegnn, U, arm,
I, Hughea ( Jos. Fly, G, eg-

Thon Daly, 1, Tog

Thos, Lang, B, knee.
illen Ryan, E, oot

L. E, Hartshotn, A, arms,

Wi, Hulis. H, srn,
M. McNalty, D, shaulder.
3. W Thomigwon, K, bips
Pant, Robipson, 1), s

et L, Littleteld, A, beg. Chirles Bangs, A, hreast,
FIFTY KINTH MASACHUSETTS,
Jno, Gevel, B, ok, Vi, A Hiurares, 1), hend.

FIPTY S1IXTH NASACHTARTTS

Thes. Mariand, A, missing. E. Shults, G, missing

S8 Murgan, A, miesiig . Willintim, €3, idasitg

W, Harley, B, missing st G, 1L Wells, H, kiind
1 W Hates, H, wonnded.
8.

1. E Uy, E. wising
J. Boost, b, leg
1, Gudeon, G, head.
. Cilles, G, houd.
— vupiu, U, misning.
Edwin Moyhan, G, missing,
TINTH U A INFANTRY,
Sorond Licut, J. I Reed, Co. O, pralp,
FECOND N, Y. WIPLES (MAMOUNTED).
Fergt. 1, Bravdle, 1), arm Sergt. A, bachman, G had
FOURTEINTH BANGACHUSETTS LIGHT ARTILLERY
Johin Trrrem, Cao, €, hinnd
SRCOND PENNSYLVANIA HEAYT ARTILLERT.
A, . Bennett. Co, H, stikle
KILLED.
(iva, Clak, Co F. Eergt, L. T. Holwes, Co. H.
THIRTY FIFTH MASSACHDS

ETTR
| Adjr. Wen, Washburns shonid. Tst Lt Thos. 8. Wright, slizht

WORsUED SECOND AND THIND DIVINION NINTH ARMY CORPS,
Cor. J, N. Demisen, €, 81 Me. 0. WiHas, G 06 Mase, bl
hoaal. ¥. 15, Busimy, €, 5 Mass., fo:

). Malone, ¥, 6 N. H., soalp.  step.

a! .I.p‘pa.l.su-n O ILN. grain.

M. Sopeeun, A, 0O N. ¥, p
C. F, Ayres, H, 7RI, fnger. H. Tharber, G, 9N, H. hend.
Cor. 0. E. Musson, 1, 11N LG H Murph N.H., hand

J, Drarew, H 8 K. H., aru
K, 1 Mam, 88, CC Robests E, 8N 1L thigh.

1. Rynn, G, 31 Me,, hand
Funz. B, %8 Mas., hand. W, Clark, O, 810 N.'Y, arm.
3. AL Teiet, O, 11 NoH hand. W, Warren, €, 108 Y. ehaul.
Iat Lt . B, Hewiwend. C, 5 @G, Swith. 151N o Linnd

™ Sergt J. Tilten, E, 8IN. ¥,
B, Ma, log.  face

H N.Y, bresst. S, Crider, E,
K. L TRL Akigh.  Ces, | Nye, K, 7 R L, bip.
Capt. M. Opets, G, 5 R L Jeg. Ko Willlazn, D60 I's., shionl
S e, 05 0L 1, boweln. J. Grabamn, B, 45 Pa., tigh.
Cor, (. 8, Gordon, A, 00 Oklo,Cor. O, I8, Gras, B, 11 N, M.,

clievh, ealf,
€ Howe, B, ON 1 hexd. € 0. Brownlng TR L best
THINTY FIFTH MASRACHURETTE

5 Pa., wrist.

P. M, Whiteman. G ankie.  Jubo Murry, E rhin,

A F. Wad b, wru Jas, Hallermag, . chin

E. I Kelley, G, s 1M, Harlot, A back.

. N (hllnan, C, » L “-ulil.f .

Ino. F. Cole, F, shova 7 €. A Clark, K, ive

Jasom Stk H. leg. Corp, Levi W, Morse, K, face,
Carp, H, C. Uresen, 1o i W Niake, K, foot,

(. a Fuiwons, 1, shoulder Seth Warner, miming

armn, leg
CTHER REGINENTS.
J‘.:h;ﬁ.l.p*h".ll.I.K.tn;('hn-ll.ﬂhmdd.'ﬂ Me . C wrm,

Sergt. W, B Wright,

W

itzpernid,T .1 H shoulde rdas, B Svule 45 a1 alionbler,
0. F, Suith, 5 R. L, (). lex. WoOH. Jenking 81 N.Y .H,hi‘p.
HC.Sunth o N, H.F, fuger Tranl Fiing, 7 Mase, A hiar
1] NHLF tace  Jno, Haites 8 NOHLF finger
o Miller,2d H. a_‘ll..ﬂr;h.sl.l.ﬁuml,h.kil:l:,‘- .LH, e
hoee @ N Ho breest, S Plummner 9N, W B, fnger.
olline, TR l..'ll.ll.lgh. Hewt E. Wells, 7 R.L (. bsud

o 11 NI, begd. Wood. 10, 6 8. H.. kip,
ettty J Carrwright, XN Y. shout'r,

SA Newhu
e M, g ML Undergotier, C, 81 Pa., ar
1 E. Powers, B O Nt B Corp. 1T, i, ©, 60 Pa. feg,

F. Myer, B8 N. 1. broast.  Corp.
e AT chinC. . Hamiin, E, 9
#fl rawfued, F, !‘: I‘ul..iund. B, ‘\‘! . (. H, Brimol, 119
Kelly, (4, (1 N. Y., knee. i
Cagte Chberkins, ¥, 1 Aiich Beorg . Veucork | UM .
A. Wheelsn, 1, 8 5. H., foot

VT
H - banid. 2d Lt J, lrwin, B 48 Pa. ankle

SR Mitchell, E, 31 Me.,
t'}...m..:::.u..r.n u':. ' wiikie. KA Merchant, B, T R.L, bhand.

F Chalit, A, 9N, H., arm. A Bennett, ll.i.l'a_ll,.l..lnlh-.
J. MeKinley, B, 50 Mass., arm, L J. Cook, 10 I 8. 1.
L Gowell, Is, 3 Me. lip. Corp WS Howley, E SI N.Y.,

L L Donelsan, (5, SIN.Y., bp.  foob
. Sergt. J. H. d’mwu. K, 8N Y.

e i - St
Rebel Atinck on Fort Powhatan—Repulse
of the Enemy.

Bavrimone, Monday, May 23, 1861
A letter from Fortress Monroe of the 21st
stutes thit the Rebel Cavalry hud attacked Fort Pow-
Latan on the James River, making three chirges
whieh were all ropulsed with o heavy Rebel lJoss and
disorguuizution, aud but slight los o our side.

on Wednesdny—Tweo Lincs

N. lll..'l.r‘ |

aribmne,

BRGNS, SR

PRICE THREE CENTS.

FROM
A BATTLE ON FRIDAY LAST.

—_———e

Assault of the Rebels on the
Line of Intrenchments.

DESPERATE  CONTEST FOR RIFLE-PITS,

The Rebels Carry and Hold & Por-
tion of Themn

—_——

The Struggle to Retake the
Rifle-Pits,

TITE GUNBOATS SHELLING THE ENEMY.

—_——

ANOTHER BATTLE EXPECTED.

The Buttle on Friday—A Contest for
RiflcePitn— The Hebels Ges Them.
Frowm Our Special Correopondent.
Towrit Anmy CoRrs Kean Ciry PoisT, t‘n..’
Friduy evening, May 20, 1564,

Thers has heen to-day a fierce and sanguina-
£y hattle on the rpot which 1 meutioned in my last—the
front of the 34 Division of this corps, nnder Geo. Amer,
11, oo ite offivors are disposed to think, and s is of
course not duipossible (since the most aceurate oheerver
i# limble to be mistoformed), Injusticn has been done the
10th Corps in some of your published correspondence,
the corps has had to-day, and will heve hereafter, an
opportunity to prove their fightiog qualities beyond all
ecavil.

Ax has been before statod, our line passes Irregularly
froia the Appowattyx ou the left to the James on the
right., The appronchable spot was at & single point
of the lne, in 6 space of abont B00 yarde in width and
th

f

eame in depth,

The Rebiels had come up in front of the clearing, hav-
ing followed us down from Fort Darling, and hed post-
od thoir first guus in the yard of the Howlett House,
‘Ihis house is hedind a fall in the groud, and st soveral
presiita along the sniae line they bave posted light barte-
rien. The elearing In whelly our own werk, and s
faulty only In not haviog been done to s greater ex
tent. One strip of wosds which threatened us with
shurp-shiooters on Thursday s bupplly now down; but
those next the Yowlett House remal, und are pow Le-
Fond our power Lo ramoye.

On Wednesday nlght one plekets dug & rifle pis in
front of the Hebel position, aud nbout #0 yands from
onr line, extending & quarter of s mile jnto (e woods
on our right, which yet stand. It wos evideot thet
this pit is fnvalnable to ite possessors, and accordingly
the Eolwls drove us out of it this moruing sod the
strugigle of to-duy hisa been an attempt to reguin it
which is o far unsgecessful, although wo have rotaken
the right of it, which ls in the woods,

Lust ndght there wos an alarm between 11 and 12,
and another betwoen 2 and 3, eansed by pleket firing
Both times there was skirmishing and cbhargiog, tut
our troope held their pit,  The moon shone, setting
Just after the second alarm, and our old enemy, the fog,
wik #o thick that s man could not be distingnished at
fifteen paces, even In a camp where fires had been
burning all night. What misehlef the Relels might
prepare under ite cover, no one knew; but It was
thompetit they wonld try to plaut batteries in the woods
on the ripht of the Howlott Honse, on the ground where
is wow our section of the rifle-pit, and furtber slam
was looked for later in tho night, but noue cane.

At nine, or thereabout, the mnskets began a Hvely
crackle, nmd the guus opened from the Rebel position,
Hurrylog to the soeme, I found the enemy had ad-
vanced and boon ropulsed, yet had the rifle-pit in their
detestod possession. The whole of the 4th Muine, with
portionnuf the 4th New Hampshire, 55th Penswylvants,
and 07tk New York were oconpying the rifie-pit, the
ropiment first named being nearly o the center. The
Itebels charged apon thew with thelr peouliar short-
Hved enthusionm and thelr yell, and were met firmly,
and the position might have been beld without difficulty,
tind not the 9th Malne broken and fled to tho woods,
thus permitting the Hebels to enter the pit and fank
the remaining regiments, compelling them to retire.
Two Lientonants of the th Muine, who retired their
men without orders, wers brought this afternoon beforo
Gen, Ames, and by him seut to Gen, Batler, who sam-
marily dismissed one of them from the service. Poth
doscrve severe panlshment, for tuls uofortunate affair
han cort hundreds of lives to.day, and threatens o8 with
pevore battlos s the price of helding oar pesition
The Rebels in the pit, and the woods which yet stand
uext the Howlett House are the twin sources of apprelens
slon.

Our men onco out of the pit and o retreat, the impet-
uous Hebels pursued, recklessly eharping into full view
in the clenring, Then our guns, angry but silent while
they shelled nway at us yeaterday, opened with sphor
jonl onss, and they tumbled bock to their newly ae
quired pit,

Now came 8 momentary lall, and then the 34 Regular
Battery, in the Jeft redoubt, the 4th New-Jersey adjuin
ing it on the right, both faclag the pit, and the 1et Con-
nocticut fu the elovated redoubt further to the right,
pointing dingonally and partly scross it, opancd fire,
roaring withont 8 moment's stop from 104 to 114, using
ut first mostly sphorical case.  The practice was walnly
rroelent, under the personal direction of Qen. Ames,
most of the shell burstiug over the pit.  The Robel gans
roturned tho fire, but thelr shots counted hardly more
| than o fifth of ours, and only an insiguificant number
were struck, while our own fire was not In the Jeast re-
tarded. Meanwhile tho 13t Tndinua, Col. Dobbs, made
a gullant and, a8 it seemed, imprudont charge upon the
pit on tho right, but were repulsed whea within whout n
hundred yurds of the work.  During this charge we
took prisoners Mujor-Gen. Walker of South Carolina,
who was here temporarily in command of a brigade.
He had bis foot torn off Ly a shell, and states thot bin
brigade rin off and left kim on the field.

The firing belug over for the presont, our men could
be seen huddled behind applo trees and others in the
clearing, ‘The Lieutenaut Colonel of the 115th New-
York rode airily out npon an elegantly caparironed
| horse, against warnlng. when down went the horse, off

went his rider on foot, and soon afier & man Woa seen
! o crawl carefully 1o the aniwpl und remove the brap:

pings, the Rebels amusing themselves with firing rt|
him. i

For a rarity, there was no rain, and the day was |
oppressively Lot, ‘The hot noon steamed away, and at 24 |
onr gune again began to rour,  Word wis hrooght that
the left of the pit was cmpty, and soon the O5th Penn. |
sylvania was scen advancing ngaingt the left of the rifie
pit, in the open cleartng.  Their lender had mistalen
or not followed precisely Nis orders, and the Rebels had
como in, and suddenly they rose and poured npon the
47tk n murderous fire of iufantry and grape and they
seemed to fall in swaths, 1t was n sad sight, without
help, but they ran desporately forwand, hesitated,
wavered and ran bock, all in the space of nmoment of
time, Meanwhile sur guns were turned upon the spot,
and the fire of the Rebeln rapidly diminished,  Thenee
forwurd, for sumething like an hour, it was posuible
with a fair chance of impunity to sit upon the parapet
sud wateh our shels, although for a time Kebelabiot
flew wildly over us, and the trees flow into splinters
The elearing wae now nearly empty of men, but about
4 o'clock word eame that Col. Howell's brignde won in
the rifle-pit on the right, Five o'clock, and musketry
ernchled vigorously in the woods, showing that Terry's
division was contesting there the right of the pit, and
the gune were turned in that direction, They fired
without intermission until 5§, then come a lull, during
which the Rebela conld be seen busily spoding and
throwing the pit over the other way, while onr men re-
paired e embrasurce, many of which were too nar
row, beside having been torn by the guns themeelves,

Eveuing came, and all was quict on the freot, but on
the extreme left we beard heavy firing from gunbuate [
on the Appomattos or from Hinke's battery on the othes
bank, shelling the ravine which runs from the river to
the Rebel position here. The woods have been so
wlanhed that the signal corpe communionte between the
redoubts, and Terry's headquarters on the bauk of the
Jumes are plainly visible

Our lossen to-day cantot now be estimated. TInine
fantry fire they are beavy, and probably exceed thut of
the enerpy; but our artillery practice wus gool, the
Rebels being sometines scen on the mun for the wiods,
and, perbops, thus we bave restored the balance of
death, A few cnsunltics occurred from our own guns,
Not s musket shot was fired from cur worke.

Rome shells of the 30 Artiliery failed to explode this
afternoon.  One or two were examined and fornd to be
filled with harmless plaster.

BATULDAY, 7 & m.—Firing on the left continned far
into the night.  Our batterios have just bogun to fire
again slowly, and the pit must be retaken today st
whotever cost, for fts loss will be the loss of our posi.
tion on the Ieniosula.

1 find, ou hoking over wy firet letter from Forg Dur-
ling, that I inadvertently wrote the name of Gen.
Snith for that of Gillmore i one connection, 1 should
Lave stated that on Friday, Gen. Gllmore, with the st
Birigade of Brooks's division of the 16tk Corpe, charged
opon and teok the Rebel right. LW,

=) -
Anether Rebel Night Awennli—Ht is Bes
pulscd, and Renewed on Friday—Cow=
ardice of m Union OfMcer—A Mistake
im Battle, nand ita Consequences—Rebels
Defented—What Beaurcgnrd Intends—
Gen, Butler thinks Otherwise,
From Ougp Specinl Corpeppondent.
Himarguantees G, Biriei, May 90, 1664,
The desperateness of the Hebel cause is
shown by the tenacity with which they eling to ap
parent bopossibilftice,  Haviog desoted Winlnesday
and Thurmiay to foeMng our position, during which
conaiderable picket firing and soue skirmishiog oc
tevired, they ot might disturbed cor slumbers by an
ansault npon a line of eifle pits dug by our pickots sloug
the conter of our intrenchments.  Cannonmling eccom-
panied this sttack and our batteries responded, From
the uoise one wonld have thought terrible havoe was
belng made by the shells thrown indiserininately
aroutd, but Julging tie effeet of our fire by the results
of thelrs it 15 safe to say that the effect waa cliefly
woral, The Robels did not suceeed in earrying the
rifte-plta they nesailed, and after their petirement quiet
with inereased vigilapee prevailed,  Today another
nannult was mode, In front of Gen. Ames's liue near
the center, the rifle-pite mentioned Lo st the skirt of
woods,  HBetwoen them and our lstrepnclments in
a fold devastated by fire, around which the woods
form an Irregular pomicirele,  The © Rebs," came down
upon these riffe-pits to-day in force, and soecerded dn
driving our skirmishers out after o desperate fight, One
of the officers commanding o portion of the line s'far
forpot his duty aa a soldier as to withdraw bimself and
force without firing a shot.  Gen, Butler, who was anx
fously watebing the fight from the parapet. immedic
stely ordered the ofticer befure Lim, wud, telling b
that it would cost ten lives for every oue to retake what
e might have hoeld, dlnmissed him from the service, 1o
an pttempt to retake the rifle-pits the 97th Pennsslvasia
and 13th Minois Regiments wers ordersd to move
through the woods to cobpernte with o movement made
by anotber portion of Gillmore's forces, Misunder
standing the order, the troops were moved by the flank
wlong the skirt of the woods, Marching steadily adong
they came unexpeetedly upon s Hebel battery, which
opened o murderous eross fire, Hiterally mowing them
down. It appeared o the looker-on ns though the entire
force melted awny before this terrifio rafnof grape and
canister, ‘The loss is estimated, posslbly exaggerated,
#8300, The other movement was partinlly successful,
and the Rebels were driven from their position, Hrig..
Gen, Walker, C. 8, A., wasrdangerously wounded and
captured. Tonight the Navy guuboate i the Appo
mattox are shelllng the wools in frout of the left and
toward the center, At sunnet the report of their heavy
guns and the explosion of their shells, mingled with the
musle of the reglmental bands along our lioe recallea
the Fourth-of-July exhibitions of fireworks, where the
programme read, “Grand discharge of beavy miues,
with varfegsted stars and many colored flros® The
dolightful musie of the bonds dispelled the terrors of
war, and ono forgol in the straius that the bumting shell
might bo the deathi-knell of some fellow-creature, even
thongh o traitor. It appears evident that the intestion
of the Rebels is to intronch themselves outside of our
lines, for the purpose of holding any movement of ours
in check untll they can refutablish railrond ¢ Jon:
tion with Petersburg and North Caroline. Whother
for the pnrpose of briglog up supplies or of
taking off lee's wrmy remaing o be  peen,
With the positions attained by our gubboats
on either flank, they will find themselves in o more oo
eomfortable position than contemplated. Gen. Butler
doos not Intend they shall fortify themeelves in peace,
and the dlgging of thelr rifle-pits and the erection of
thelr batteries will be nccompanled by the digging of
graves and the erection of wooden tombstoncs. Asl
clowe, the heavy missiles from the pranboats on our left
make their unearthly music in the air, and the flash of
their exploding shelle 1o plaluly visible aloog the right
of the Rebel lines, W.H K

—— —
Butler Birengthening His Position—Vialts
to Genernls — P I Impressi
The Rebel Force—A Night Assnuli—
Staff Talk — Demonsiration on Forl
Powhnian,
From Uur Special Correspondent.

Heapguanteug oF Grx, HUTLER,
I8 Tne Fiewn, Moy 21, 1664,

Last night, fears being entertained of an
assanlt, enosual vigilance was exercised. aod o recon

’ whose skill in thds branch of the service has won for

rigkt.  The precaution was well taken, and the attack
which was made hy oar troops, though only affeeler,
nndoubtedly prevented o more serious sksanlt from the
Rebeis. Considornble firing took place, but the lossen
on either side could not have been Leavy., Yesterday, a
change wis made in the Engineer Huresn, Gen, Weltael,

Lilm an enviahle reputation, being made Chief Engineer,
in place of Capt. Farquhar, Gen Martindale was as-
signed ta the comflunnd of the 24 Divislon of the 1fth
Corpe, in place of Gen, Weiteel,

The result of the change was apparent during a ride
alonge the lines to-day; and the hand of o master wos
visible at various points before neglected, New brenst-
works, onter-works, and redoubts wore visible, weak
places hod been and were being strengthened, froch
slushing was made, and, as an old soldier remacked,
“the line is now in something like a satisfaetory con-
dition,” whieh it certainly was not bofore, if the opin.
fon of officers of experience 18 worth anything. The
Rebels have been busy to-day on their works, and some
very good artillery proctice was made on our pido by way
of keeping them from overworking themselves. Gen,
Butler and staff rode olong the lues to the extreme
right on the Jumes, Hore Adwirnl Lee wos scot for,
and o conference wis held,

From the leokout the Rebol works on Chapin's furm were
platnly seen and graybaek cavalry were discovered pirou-
etting sbout Tir. Howlett's mansion. A fash, o cloud of
smoke, and A report from an fron-clal immediately op-
posite ur, and an 1i-ineh shell went whirring through
the air, over fielde, woods and erecke towand the man-
wion of the doctor, Tt fell and exploded o trifle short,
bt quite near enough to convinee the Rebels that it
was iutended ne o ticket-of-lenve for them, and they had
the good sense to aet apon the suggestion,

W visit Gon® Awes's leadquarters, ‘The General
looks *“every inch a'—soldier, He wastes no words
but talks business; says one gun could have dune ull the
work of the several guns which have Leen plying on
the Rebel working purtles; who, whenever a shot wns
fired, dodged behind tielr breastwork, and thot kept
them from working,  He s courtoous and gentlemanly

We vieit Gen. Terry; be rides out with us.  He looks
like o pleasant, good-uatured wan—has o defeimined
look crossed Ly an anxious expression, which leads
oue to doubt which to believe Mo true charncteristic,
Put remembrances of the determined fHghting which
Gen, Terry Lhne done efface the doubt. and one lm-
plicitly belleves that he will render most efficient sevice.
Gien, Terry In soldier enengh to obey orders, Would
thet all were like him in this respect.

Returving to headqunrters, we find & number of pris-
oners who are to be exnmined.  Tho General sends for
Lieut, Davenport jwho bas charge of the Bureau of Se-
eret Information, and whose phonograplic attsinments
wtdl sbrewdness render him invaluable, The Geueral
exnmines and cross-examines the prisoners in his well-
koown wanner, snd it 8 safe to gay elicits more from
them and oltains nearer the troth than any other than
a sharp, strewd lawyer, sceustomed to dealing with
men of wll olasses and characters, could.  The prison-
ets say they " don't know what they ore fighting for;"
o not enjoy so much liberty s& under the okl Govern-
ment;" “suppose they would be killod if they didn't
fight,”  Oune mun answers to the * What are you fight.
ing for 1 * Well, 1 had lots of spare time on my hands,
and it kinder seemad se thoogh T must,”

From the vatious sources of information which Gen,
Rutler bas at hand and the soperior facitities be Lias of
obtaluing intelligence, it has been ascertoined that
there are twelve Lrigades io front of us.  Estimating
these ot 2.000 men esch, probabiy an undercstimate,
and adding artiliery and cavalry, aud there must be st
Yomet 95,000 troope,  The Lrigades are as follows:

Clhugman's, Greysie's. and Konsom's Lilgndes of
North Carolins troopy; Huanton's, Burton's, . Toerry's
Corne's, nud Wise's Virgioin brigades; Iugood's and
Walker's Bouth Caroliva brigades, and Busbrod E.
Jobnson's brigade,

Walker is danpebously wonnded, and a prisoner. The
Lullet, which infticted s mortal wound, passed through
s map, odinry, and o large sumber of papdes in Lis
pockst, opders, telegrame, &c. Nothing of importance
was gleaned from them, A letter from his wife—but
Giod furbid that the last hours of o dying soldier shonld
be intended upon by allusion to its contents, One of the
prisoners eaid ghey *suffored most in front of abrignde
who plaved them & Yankee trick.” * What wos thats
* Why, they twisted telegraph wire around the trees,
and, when we came up, just slaughtered us s we got
entangled n its lines.”

*That wes in frout of mwy divielon™ says Gen,
Weitzel, who wos present, ** and so you dide’t like the
repoplion.”

The group continued reviling the Rebels for distarb
ing them, ealenlating how mueh sleep bad been lost,
and when they could make it Gen.
Gillmore: ** My pickets have violoutly stiacked
tiat have not been driven In,” Tsbould say they were
drfren in * 80 a8 to stay put.” Gen. Weiteel baying seot
ek his borses goes to bed.  Others drop off In pursu.
unce of his examples. Scveral correspondents hang
nbont to eateh the last flash, hear the last report, and
ling the laat item, Your corpeapondent beats a retreat
and writes in the silence which comes over camp the
concluding portion of this letter, W.ILE
e
The Batteries at Weork—New Rifle Plts
Dug — Gooed Artillery Fractice — The
Rebel Force—Goen, Welizel Appeinted
Chicf Enginecr.
From Our 8pecial Correspondent,
TestH ArMy Conrs, Near Cory Port. Va,,
Baturdsy Eveulng, May 21, 1rt4, !

The batteries which fired yesterday, as men-
tioned in my lust, reopencd slowly and deliberately at 7
o'clock this morning, As the rain has ceased for the
present, the air is drier, and last night gave usthe
moon, without the acesmpaniment of fog, but while our
pickets had dug themselves s new rifle-pit, o litle in
front of the olil one, the Rebols had extended theie loo
townrd the woods on our left by throwing up a new pit
cotsiderably nesrer us, on the extremity of which
appeared an embryo and threatening redoubt, which our
guns wero deliberately shelling.

Standing on the magnzine of battery Metealf, the ro-
doubt on the right, though deafened by the roar of the
Parrotts at wy feet, I watched with keea satisfuction
the effect. Presently musketry was heard again in the
woods to our right, whick lasted but a few moments,
however; but at the same time the Rebels opened & gan
frum their sew redoubt ot the left, directing it toward
the woods., As it was discharged, our Parrotte and
Nupoleons let fly at the polut where the xmoke rose, and
it was spevdily sileneed. ]

The firiog continued slowly, and T moved to o battery
to the left, which exnctly faced the location of the Rehel
up.  On the right of the ofd rifie-pit, nearly in front of
the Howlett House, wnred a Rebel flag of some rich na‘
Jark red matorial, beavily filnged, but floating so that its
device conld not be seen; along the field our skirmish-
ors squatted Lu thelr pits ke rabbits, and our guns fired
over them,

Tho practice was mainly excellent, & majority of the
shells throwing a cloud of sand at the instent of explo:
sion, nnd the * Johnnjes” laid very low, Now and then
n bad shell burst short, over our pits, and the men in
tho works groaned and enrsed; but at every shot which
wis seen through the smoke to burst in the exict spot
aud make the earth of the Itchel pit dy, cheering weot
ugh from every throat in the battery, At the 4th New-
Jersey Battery the spectaole was refreshing. Solid
shot wore fired from two Napoleons, and at every dis-
elurye the eye could follow she black speck in its curve
through the air 311l it struck—as noarly every one did,
althuugh the weukness of the platforms ranged the
firiug—the edge of the parapet where the Rebel gun
wits, muking the red dirt fiy sud knocking several extra
embrasures, into which a head was occasionally cau-
tiously thrust and soon withdrawn, The firing lasted
until ¥4 o'elock.

The afternoon passed with bardly even a stray musket
sbot on either mde. Our men busily shoveled and
ehwpped, and undoubtedly the Rebels did the same, al-
though lttle could be distinguinbed,

The gunboats on the James fired oocaslonally during
the afternoon, It s suggested by an authority quite
high that were the woods slashed away they could fire
directly fnto the ravine which lies betweon us snd the
Itebel position. The Rebel force in our frout is esti-
wated at 25,000,

The loss in the 97th Pennsylvania yesterdsy was
about 170; in the 15th Indisna, about 60.

Gep, Godfrey  Weltzel, commonding the 21
Diviston of the 18th Corps, has been appointed Chief
Engincer of Gen, Butler's department. Gen, Martin-
dalo s named as the successor of Weitzel in the com-
wand of the division.

Col. Jneob J.DeForest, 81st New-York, sendor Colonel
of Marston's brigade, has received a complimentory
testimouial from a pumber of his fellow eltizens, resi-
dents of Albany, in the shape of & recommendution to &
Brigndier-Generalship.

To-day has been fearfully bot, sud the labor of
fatigue duty (rightly named), snd of work on the fortifi-
catiuns, oxhansts tho wen almost os moch ss actual
pottle, To-morrow may bring the decisive attemps of
the beslegers to break the line, or when their other
ohjuets ure secomplished, they may possible retire,

Signal communicstion is now fully estublished from
Fiver to river. 1w,

i
Wounded in Rutler’s Army,
Fouruess MoNkoE, May 22, 1864,
List'of wounded soldiers arrived ot the Mo
Clellan Hespital from Point of Rocks, on the Appomat
tox River: ]
Capt. Stiging, 97 I'a.. s,
Livut. Lemalser, 97 P's, bip.
Coep, W. F. Green, 7 Pa. bip..
lon Frock, 9 Yo, shoo'der,

Wi MeDionald, 97 Pa., hip.
1. Dunavan, U7 Pa, hand
M. (tbrman, 7 Pa, srm,

8, Furewan, 97 Pa., leg.

W, B, Hayman, 57 Pa., log.

1. MacFee, 7 Pa,, PHip
9T l'a,, fout,

Jatnres Adsiue, H. A, Clark. 7 Pa.. s
Chis :-:..uﬁua.‘r l‘:.‘; il‘"“ H. Hogers, 9‘;1!‘:";5;‘1"& .
Sarct- M ay, & e, il . i, o 8 .
e L Boylen, 07 Pa, th itk 97 P, hand.

Juesc M, Eoyles, 05 Pa., side. N

WL Kosell 61 Pa thigh. D, A, Conuell, 97 Pu.. foot.

“ Not much,” waa the answer,

The gunbonts got into position and fired o pumber of
hiell to get the range,  Admiiral Lee is disposed to do
!l in his power to coliperato.

We are chattlug after dark under the *fly " before |
Chief of Stafls tent, when & dispateh comes from Gon.
Gillimore, *The enemy, are mossing in my frout.’
“What is it, Colonelt” fs queried. **The fies are
swarming and thero'll be buzeing yet," is the response
as the Chief strides off to Gen. Dutler's teat, *Let
them mass and be — hanged. Telegruph Gen. Gill-
more to be sure and guard against surprise,” is the la-
conie rea of the ling General. We smoke
our pipes, have our Jokes, lnugh our laugls and nearly
all return,  The Genersl does not.  Your correspond-
ent seats himsblf to write, Eleven o’clock and silence
relgns. Ten minutes later ond through the still nir
the erack of o riie 14 heard, immediately followed by a
wlh::ielem;:;u&ﬁm and go out Into the open air. Gen
Hutler ls there before me, * Protty lively shooting,
Groneral 1* * Yes, Sir, our people are certninly awake.”
A bright flash Mumines the sky Just to the right of our
eenter, another and another, and then comos the report
of gur cannon. The continued goll of the musketry,
the quickened roar of the artillery, the sharp reports of
{lo bursting shells bring ot from their teuts the stuff.
The ganbosts on the Appo.natiox determined to have s
hand in the game, open fire—the gunboats un the James
return o fricndiy answer, and shell whirl acroas the
paninsula and from oor batteries to the gront detriment
of any " eurprise party" that may Lave intended to
pay us an untimely visit, .

Three horses are hrooght up. “Whose Lorsos are
thoget*  * Gen, Weitael's, Sir.” Promptuess to be
omalated, * 11 ever T catch Beauregard, if I don't |
whale him for this.” and o tall form strides into the |
group. That is Gen. Weltzel, * Wasting a good Jeal of |
ammunition, Sir,” ho remarks o Gen. Hatier, **and all |
to disturb 6 man from lis Dight's repuse.” Bowe one |
suggests there will have to be a new requisition for am-
munition, ** Yes,"” responds another, *and the Orloance
Department will put anuther twenty per cent of sand in
to moke up for this waste.” ** Dou't you think Major,"
to Provost-Judge Haggerty, “that these Kebels ought to
e indicted as A common nuisanbce

Meanwhie some poor tellows at the front are recelr-
inge passports to another workd, and some of our heroes
will puss the approaching Sabbath in Heaven. A tele-
graphic dispateh.  The General opens ood reads.  All
gather around.  “This is from the other direction.

‘ort Powbatan I wll right. A few sbell seattered the
attacking foree.” A demonstration had been made
upon Fort Powhatan during the afternoon. Re
enfurcements were nt once sent, but wore not needed, |
‘The fire of the batteries slackened; the guuhoats cone
thiued to mend thel® ron  compliments, A #lash
brighter, redder, browder than the rest and a hearty
Yankee cheer followed,  * That's our choer” was the |

polesance, &8 o counter movement. was sont out on the

exalamation, I

1. M. Ginif® o Pa, bip M. Wood, #7 'a., stb'e.

K W b "#I‘hi' P 67 P
Gea. M. Andersou, 57 Pa,D. Marow, ., shoulder.
’:r.ull. - 1. h:mwn.‘?l' Fu, shoildes

L. Jeamsy, 97 Pa, b

reast. J. Broww, 97 s, arm.

WL M, Johuson, 97 Pa., knee.J, 8. Starr, 57 Pu., leg.

It \Wallanan. 07 I'a. leg  Lient, Conklin, 9 Me., armn.
N, Carian. 97 I's., logs Sergt, Hammaud, 8 Me,, g,
! Johits Comson, 97 Pa, hand. WL A, Robu i, 9 Me., bead
M. Heachy, 97 Ps., Irg H. A. Hall, 9 Me.. arm

John Schutt, 9 Pa, thigh. 0, & Leggett, 9 Me., ngs.

T Meintosk, 0 Pa thigh,  J. O, Welch, 8 Me., arm.
AL Hartiman, 7% Pa, bege D, Macander, 8 Me., ann.

J. MeManus, 97 Pa. 1.0, Gardner, 9 Mo., shoalder.
Gvo, Burns, 97 Pa., hip. N. Folly, § Me., whivulder,
W, teols, 97 Pa, hips (. Sickles, 9 Me., wrist,
Sergt. O, .i. Smith, 97 Pa., W, Farrall, ® Me., mm.

Tl W. Boucher, 47 N, Y., head.

W I Brown, 97 Pa, breast, E. Joues,d N, H., hatd.

A, . Miller, 97 Pu., shonlder. J. W, Lune, 3 N, H., urm.
3. Medantnsll, 97 Pa., foot. Hand, 2 Pa., haod.
. Hushendo, th

C. B Myo, 1 Pa., shonider, WL H rosl.
N. 8 l‘ifu'.v. D‘I.Pi.. u;:;‘. l{, il“ Reakrax, J‘UhTiL. hesd
Uhine, Labineis, oy i H Fox, , ahdomen.
A. B, Danfard, 8 Me., band.  E. Bonnell, do., head.

J. Keunedy, do., thigh.

. K. Huntington, do., aru.
A. C, Hurley, do., thumb,
L. E. Clark, do.,

M. K. Basher, do.,

. hnos, do., leg.

F. Sinelair, do., arm.

. Cozan, do., neck.

1». Miles, do.. aru.

5. Banford, do., thigh.

J. H, Keys, do., band,

A. B, Banford, do., hand,
3. 0. Iupsan, do., 190t,

F. Swihth, da,, hand.

F. Speare, do., face,
M, staff, do., thigh,

. Luruey, do.. fook
A lall, do., wrm,
C. Bowwr, do., breast,
J. llnl?hy_ do,, wrisk,
B. F. Heath. do., haud.
P. Kellett, do., arm.
8 de,, aboulder.
. W, J:t. d, ban

,
! du..tnd.

J. Hell,
H. Dy

A Cook, W N. 1., M. Hobast, 19 Ind., face.

D, Giroven, 142 N, Y., shouk (. Gnater, do,, anin,

J. Merzinen, do,, band, W, Fiok, du., head,

J. Pemwoll, do., hand. Henry John, do., hwad.

J. Pender, 55 f'u.. arm. Fredk. Flsher, do., s,

C. Hufelter, do,, arm, .'M;ft. J. Garse, do., sre.

H. 1ekes, do., shoulder, J. Bowers, do., bead.

F. Rhwel, do., foot. H. Bets, do,, head.

J. Myran, do., leg, J. Col TN M, urm,

C. W, Poland, 13 lnd., arm,  J. L. B 1y 3 N1, wr

. H. Day, du., band W, I, Mathews, do., hand

i, Hudsan, do, J. D, Loavett, do,, @

M, Rolfe, do. 3, G, White, do.. head.

J. Meager, 39 C. H. L. Roberts, 39 1il,, shoul-

B Suter, 0 e, s, 7. Tlocoshan, 40 Mass, bond

seret, 1, Brewton, 3 11 . Lierueban, ., :

A.l}. hiiler, M 11, band, T Nasis g, 40 Mass., hand.
band. 8. 8. Atkine, 40 Mass,, hand

3. Hatehfngs, 39 L,
A. Aderaog, @ 1L, srm. M. Mahouy, 6T Ulio, arm.
J. Hilrew, 39 il Sr%. Wiktebead, 67 Ubiio, lng,
(3, Maback, 67 Ohlo, arn. C. W, Claptu. 67 Uhio, bireast.
K. W, buteman, 7 O, shoul's. M. Meseer. 07 Ubly, g

J. Gohu, 13 Ind., sivee desd.

The following srrived at Clesspeake Huspital, May
v e, from Point of Rocks:
| Capt Suyder, 163 N, V., grw, Col J. E. Ward, & CL, should.

CF. M. Goes, 57 Pa, kiee,
- Reyuolds, b Me.,

ool
Capt. C, C. Perry, do.., snkle,
Lieut, A. F, Keyes, doghighe
Lient. Griffith, 97 s, wrm.  Chas H. Foster, 11 Me, breasts
Cob Wiison, 13 Ind., mem.  Risut. Colbeth, § Me., wra.
Chisas. Hancroft, do., sick.

_——‘_
The New Enrellment.

It is expected that the new enrolling list will
be completed before the Ist of July. A large foroe of
elerks are employed at the several Provost-Marshals'
offices, making out the enrolling papers,

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS=May 2i--Defore
5 Recorder Horruax,
Giovanni “Lagnermonenco 1ndieted for grand lar
erny, wan tried and sequitted,

George Weish. robbory, Swate Prison five vears

Capt. Suyeniclter, 115 N. 1:.'

ke, ¥
Livut, Saupp, 56 Pa, thigh
Livot. H. Pease. 117 NLY, jaron.
L. D. Kiader, 30 11, leg.

r



